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26 “eptember 1961

oA @O TUOR THE EIGJAD

TUBJICTs Heoting of Interdepartmontsl “steriely ‘dviscry Committee
(r:A0) 19 . eptenber 1961

RLFTIL CLTe e letter frum roting Nirector of Central intelligence
to lionorable Frank B. fllis dated 9 . eptember 196)

b. Letter from Lcting Dircotor of Central Intelld;ence
to Honorabls tewart Symington dated 1 - ejtember 1961

1. Thes mesting was called LYy CCLY to obtain views on whether that
infarmation on the National Stock Plls program which is now clas=ified
should rcmain classified or be declassified. . lrank . Lllis,
Directoar of the Cffice of Civil &nd Defense -kbilization, was in the
chalre Also present were k. [utton of the :hite dcuse . ‘taff, several
reprosentatives frac CD? and representatives from tate, Lefense,
fgriculture, (4, IR, AV0, interior, Commerce, Durean of the Budget,
“mall Pusiness ;dministration, and CIf.

2. Information on inventories of non=spccification grade materials
and on inventories with no current or rrobable stockpile cbjectives
has already been declassifled. The followiny information, covering
3/4 of the total stockpile, remains classified:
as tockpile objectives for upgraded forms of material ( -l .)e

be Ictusl amcunt of specification yrade materisl in the
stocipile, Af an objective has been established (Ll T)e

te .Yockplle procurement directives (CoiflLE.iIAl)e

de location of stockplles and auocunt et esch location
{Crs. Livilil)e

e :88ic data shects used to compute stockpile objectives
(CoiFad el or TRCRIT)e

f. “ystem for factoring su.ply ard reguirements for «tratcegic
materisls ("=CAI)e

3. "¥. Elliz opened the mesting ty roviding some bLackground
information. “¥. "rowion, issistant Directer for Lescurces and
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Production, OCDN; then summarised certain staff studies deing under~
taken in OCBM 40 estadlish the rros and cons of declaseification. WNr.
Rrewten also summarised the positisns of several agoncies, including
CIA. Ne nobed that CIA had said (Referemce &) that CIA weuld very mueh
like 1o have stockpile infermation en the USSR and that the classifisd
information pertaining to US stockpiles would be of at least soms
limited intelligence valne to the B8SR. It sewmed clesr fiom his
gmmmlawmm&.mwuwmu-
cation.

Lhe Mr. Bllis then called en those present to express their views.
I confirmed the statement made ty Wr. Nrewton, tut added that we were
ot necesnarily againet declassifisation. e felt that if there were
good and sufficient policy ressens for deelassifying infermation em U8
stotipiles, we did not consider the master impertant enough te take a
stand against declassification. I slso said that we were ot am Agency
with a direct departasatal interest in the qusstion and that we wers
for that ressen ot mmbers of the committes.

5. Only the reresentative of the Small Musiness Adninistration
expressed outright opposidien to declassification, citisg tresd national
sseurity grounds. The repressntative of the Atomic Nwergy Comuission
did med objeet to declassification 20 but indicated that infermstion
on certain commodities far mhich the a clasnifisd use wuld
have to remain ciassified. The represemtative of the Defenme
suggested that it might be easier to declassify informsbien on nchul
quantities tham en stockpils objectizes, and resommsnded that infore
mation en the actual locaution of various stockpiles not be declassified
because this would cemplicate problems of physical security. The
other remresentatives did not object to declassification.

6. At the elose of the mesting, Mr. Xllis thanked those preseat
for their frank expression of views and implied that the decisien about
classification might be mads W the President. M. Duiton of the
¥hite House 3%aff made no remarks st any tims duriag the meeting.
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